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APOTHECARIES' WEIGHT, the weight
used in dispensing drugs, in which the pound
is divided into 12 ounces, the ounce into 8
drams, the dram into 3 scruples and the
scruple into 20 grains, the grain being equiv-
alent to that in avoirdupois weight and Troy
weight.
APOTHECARY, DRUGGIST, or PHAR-
MACIST, in a general sense, one who keeps
a shop or laboratory for preparing, com-
pounding and selling medicines, and for the
making up of medical prescriptions. It was
in Arabia that physicians first began to give
up to ingenious men the preparation of
medicines from prescriptions. It is prob-
able, therefore, that many Arabic terms of
the art were by these means introduced in
pharmacy and chemistry, and have been still
retained and adopted. In the United States
one who keeps a drug store is usually called
a druggist, while the term pharmacist is ap-
plied to one who has completed a course in
pharmacy and is licensed to compound medi-
cines from physicians7 prescriptions.
APOTEE'OSIS, meaning deification, was
a solemnity among the ancients by which a
mortal was raised to the rank of the gods.
The custom of placing among the gods these
mortals who had rendered their countrymen
important services was very ancient among
the Greeks. The Romans for several centuries
deified none but Romulus, and first imitated
the Greeks in the fashion of frequent apothe-
osis after the time of Caesar. From this
period apotheosis was regulated by the
decrees of the Senate and accompanied with
great solemnities. Many of the Roman em-
perors were deified. The term is now used
generally as a synonjTn of glorification or
exaltation.
APPALACHIAN MOUNTAINS, a moun-
tain range in North America, extending for
.1,300 miles, from Cape Gaspe, on the Gulf of
Saint Lawrence, southwest to Alabama, The
system has been divided into three great sec-
tions: the northern, including the Adiron-
dacks, the Green Mountains and the White
Mountains, from Cape Gaspe to New York;
the central, including a large portion of the
Blue Ridge, the AUeghanies and numerous
lesser ranges, from New York to the valley
of the New River; and the southern, includ-
ing the continuation of the Blue Ridge, the
Black Mountains and the Smoky Mountains,
from the New River southward.
The chain consists of several ranges, gen-
 erally parallel to one another, the altitude of
the individual mountains increasing on ap-
proaching the south. The highest peak is
Mount Mitchell (6,711 f eet), in North Carolina.
This is the highest mountain east of the
Mississippi River. Lake Champlain is the
only lake of great importance in the sys-
tem, but numerous rivers of considerable
size take their rise here. Magnetite, hematite
and other iron ores occur in great abundance,
and the coal deposits are among the most
extensive in the world. Marble, limestone,
fire clay, gypsum and salt abound. The for-
ests covering many of the ranges,yield valu-
able timber. The Appalachians are examples
of folded mountains, whose summits have
been rounded by erosion. Most of the moun-
tain chains mentioned are described in sepa-
rate articles.
The climate of this mountain region is
temperate, the average annual temperature
ranging from 46° (F.) in the northern part
to 61 ° "(F.) in the southern. The rainfall for
the year averages about 40 inches, but in-
creases to 60 inches or more in the lower
latitudes. The region is a great favorite with
summer visitors,
APPEAL, in law, the legal form by which
a suit is taken from a lower to a higher court
for rehearing, or for a reversal of the decision.
Each system of courts has particular rules
upon which appeals may be granted, usually
requiring the presentation of additional ma-
terial evidence, or the certification of an error
in the conduct of the trial by the court. See
procedure.
APPENDICITIS, appen'disi'tis, an in-
flammation of the vermiform appendix
(which see), formerly thought to be an in-
flammation of the large intestine. The ver-
miform appendix is an organ about three
inches long and a quarter of an inch in dia-
meter in its normal condition, and is located
on the right side of the abdomen midway
between the crest of the ilium and the navel,
though its position varies somewhat in dif-
ferent individuals. The organ seems now to
be useless, though the more highly developed
corresponding organ in some of the lower
animals is of value in digestion.
Appendicitis may arise from a variety of
causes, such as wounds, strains or violent
injury, or the presence of some foreign body
in the appendix. The last mentioned cause,
once thought to be the most important, is
now considered to be rarely the exciting

